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Greg – you asked about installation of OSB with respect to smooth/textured side up as it may impact moisture related 
buckling response of OSB used on a low slope roof.
 
There may be a perception that the smooth side of the OSB is more resistant to water absorption due to the shiny/waxy 
appearance. In fact, the OSB production includes wax applied to all strands during the blending process, and each side of all 
strands have the wax applied. The strands on the textured side have the same type/amount of wax applied as the face and 
therefore a similar moisture response as the smooth face; it just looks different due to the texturing.
 
Given the factors that affect the stability performance of OSB used on a low slope roof, the performance will not depend 
upon which side is exposed.  
 
Let me know if other questions arise.
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Steve
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